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Children discover Watkin’s World!

What a year it’s been for the children of A tunnel too far?
St Wilfrid’s and Northend -
e Will Edward’s

Community schools!
To Manchester’s Central Library, St Channel tunnel ever
be realised?

Wilfrid’s Church, Rose Hill House - the
former home of the Amazing Watkins
and one of England’s great historic |
buldings - to Rose Hill Woods and back %L
to school to tell the Watkin Story. !

Absalom Watkin campaigned at

Peterloo and fought to bring down the . .
price of bread for starving families. Puplls explnre hl““ry

Edward, his son, npened Manchester St- Wifl‘id’S Chlll‘Ch gEtS new uf Manchester"s

and Salford’s first Parks for the People, banner and grave restorations forgotten stars.
helped to create Canada, started a '
Channel tunnel and an Eiffel Tower |plume
that became Wembley Stadium and
built a great railway from Manchester
to London. And what about his master-
piece, hidden at Rose Hill for a century

then sold in New York for £4 million? The King of the Railways | / (,,1?{ | [

H rine? - . »
The m‘:“':‘“““g Watkins? Judge for potyrns to inspire children.
yourself!

After a great year working with the
Friends of Rose Hill the children are the 4
Watkin experts. We are all proud of the
restored Woods. Safe paths, informa-
tion lecterns and benches for visitors to
enjoy the lovely surroundings. We've
bashed the killer Himalayan Balsam
weed and commissioned a census of the
life of the woods.

The results? Prizes from Britain in
Bloom and the City Council and nomi-
nation as a Site of Regional Biological
Importance. Best of all, a community
asset for us all to be proud of.

What a delight it’s been catching the . S L -
cntiminan of e cheldrent, Ve know Puplls create Drama & Art Edward Watkin

you are going to enjoy this selection of €Xtravaganza!l unites Canada.
their work.

A1 4 Forgotten masterpiece
= —CUIA at Rose Hill House

y _ u m r?n)] sells for millions.
i A Hu,rlfrurrw

The magnificent
woods attract a whole
new generation.

BioBlitz at the Woods!
Amazing diversity
found.

3 new parks created
for Manchester &
Salford citizens to
enjoy.




The Watkin Story

Since January 2018 children from the two
MNorthenden primary schools have been
researching these questions:

Who broke the news of the Peterloo
Massacre in Manchester?

Who saved thousands from starvation by
bringing down the price of bread?
T Who built a Channel Tunnel in 1880 and
an Eiffel Tower that became Wembley
Stadium?

Who helped to create Canada?

Who created the first Parks for the People
in Manchester and Salford?

« And whose painting, hidden in Rose Hill
for a century, was sold in New York for £4
million?

-

-

1 . The answers are: Absalom and Edward
\ ™ Watkin, who lived and died in the family
home, Rose Hill, just off

N Longley Lane.

b . . Exploring the Watkin Story with

, the children and the staff of the
o % .~ schools has been a delight. | know
. d you will enjoy one of the
brilliant results, The Watkin Times.

Geoff Scargill
Chair of the Friends of Rose Hill

Working on the Watkin banner
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A school trip 1o the woods .
St Wilfrid'sCE ¢ .H ‘_f: g8 =7, 1)
Primary School Ej _ * 7

Dear Editor,

We are writing this letter to let you know
how much the children have enjoyed
learning about Edward Watkin, because
of his link with Northenden.

The Watkin project, as it came to be
known at Northenden Community
School and at St Wilfrid's,was a great
opportunity for the school to develop a
unit of history study which brought to life
some of the key changes which took
place prior to and during Victorian era,
including the Peterloo Masscacre,
developments of the railways and the
creation of public parks in Manchester.

This was done through an appreciation
of the lives of Northenden men
Absalom and Edward Watkin, including
their successes and failures, and their
association with the village of
Northenden, including the family's move
to Rose Hill in 1832. The additional
funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund
and expertise from the Friends of Rose
Hill enabled the school to enhance the
learning through visits, drama and art.
The children very much enjoyed the
opportunity to learn about two of the
forgotten historical players and local
heroes of Northenden in the 19th
century

Production Team
Editor: Jamie Rennie
Consultant: Geoff Scargill
St Wilfrids Editorial Team:
Ruby, Jasmine, Joe F,, Bella, Nicholas,
Ryley, Chloe, Joe T., Amber, Lexie
Special thanks to the children, staff and
governors at St. Wilfrid's &
Northenden Community Primary,
Angela at Manchester Archives,
Peter from Drama In Education,
Vicky McAffer, Mary Monaghan
and tne ,:_1:"- ge Lntﬁery Fund

Learning about the Watkin family has
truly benefitted the children, where they
have been able to undertake local
geographical studies, take part in
debates and create their own reports
and art work based upon their own
creative learning. One of the main
points raised by the children,
collectively, they felt sorry for Edward
because he did so much, but that he
has been forgotten about.

All the children involved gained so much
from visiting Rose Hill Woods, with
some taking their families at weekends
so they could re-tell their learning and
perform. At St Wilfrid's this is
developing where the woods are also
going to be used as part of their Forest
Schools, outdoor learning for key Stage
2 children.

The opportunity to work with Jamie and
Peter enhanced the children's learning,
and really brought to life the story of
Watkin, with lower key stage 2 using
these ideas for their drama piece.

The staff and children have felt working
with a variety of experienced personnel
has certainly enhanced the creative
approach and life-long learning.

Yours sincerely
H] Miller

Mrs Helena Miller
Head of School, St Wilfrid's
CE Primary School

I Beavd,

Mr lan Beard
Headteacher, b
Northenden Primary !

School ;




: : ; Children at both schools created art linked to the Watkin's life and their
jLT idwari Wa_th'.\'b E dumrd N\ofarhin. Wns o wRne  fimma e wrne  Aived graves with beautiful acrostic poetry, short essays and insights. The

. Rl i i e R e Friends Of Rose Hill worked with the Church to bring the graves of the
o vmf&ﬂu jm‘J: Emvﬁ? N e SRS Watkin family as close as possible to the original conditon.
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The restoration of Edward’s grave
with the tower of St. Wilfrid's Church
rising in :the background.
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N , S w 0 o d The stone so still
: = -~ > ) e S <ETF, The almighty trees
ﬁ‘:\"xm\\a o T2 G0, 7 ; .~ The historic woods

AN Walkns Waoels e o 7 The history in the air

C g b Ry The life of two men

The home of a father and son
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The Crunch of the leaves
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Rose Hill Woods
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Leaves crunching under my feet,

Who knows what | might meet?

In Rose Hill Woods.

oot

Trees blowing in the wind,

I wish | could keep this all tinned.

| Ln Kose Holh Liocds e 1L

UME Of besudiged Plower Ty atter Leld In Rose Hill Woods.
A oboul” bham  bhere fre (ots o breer  When You
i Ehii Lilar you S8 ST - P I
Gl Liore Loks Of flowers Ehere CUE Muce bhen T Could

Fuzzing, buzzing, busy bees.

| here, wge Blus bails i pems Ses e :,.EJ'..-.U Fomes,

In Rose Hill Woods

Until | grow old and weary,

M Dinereses  bhey were ol 5o besuwbyul,
A

By Chice

I'll appreciate these woods so dearly,

These woods are

| OB 7| ST G s iy W b T o oS
Rose Hill Woods .' \ o eSSl The stairs take you to the long path and the
' ' ' ; ; e 5 L bench is a great place for a picnicl

] he pathways were installed as part of the 4,.

eritage Lottery Fund project. &
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on the 6th May 1994, Queen Elizabeth wasim
the first ever person to ride on thes — = Yesterday the government ruled againg

the conlinuation

SR LY 2 channel tunnel.|She was the first person Chaminuation of the controversia
i NI to travel to France under, the sea. mmmmmiﬂgﬂiﬁxﬁjlkm
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As soon as the queen got off the train,
she made a speech saying that this was

the world’s greatest technological ses..
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It has one word on
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= *__,,_’}yf/ / - It "Canada”.

purchased by

-~ 7 == — Watkin in
. T | H_‘ . . 1864.
- l-= 1 |

:-ii' Sile: ﬁ I 1 ] It hung in

s E—E‘ﬁ; [ i \ _ Rose Hill
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rediscovered.

It now hangs
in the Dallas
Museumof
Art. -
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237 SPECIES

‘ W The Greater Manchester Ecological Unit, the
\ Friends Of Rose Hill and local volunteers organised
a Bio-Blitz to discover what may live in this ancient
woodland. The woodland is designated as a Site of
Biclogical Importance (SBI) in Manchester. It might

soon receive a Class A classification making it a
regionally important w for bio-diversity.

including
4 species of Bat
Foxes, Hedgehogs,
33 bird species

{a rare Great Spotted woodpecker too),
1 5pec1es of Fungi,

ButterfT1es, Moths,

Bees, Wasps, Hoverflys,
. Toads and agwhole range
9. ofgplants, Flowers,
. Lichens, Mosses
and Horsetails.

) had been there long
) before Absalom bought
- the estate in 1832.
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Park

“ B Angela from Mahchester Archives+ visited St
~Wilfrid’s and worked with the children tn create ' -

On 22 August 1846 Philips Park and
Queen's Park in Manchester and Peel
Park in Salford (named after Robert
Peel) were opened to the public. The
entry in Watkin's diary for the day
shows just what his success
meant to him:
“On Saturday we
celebrated the opening
of the Public Parks to
the people. Although |
desired to absent myself,
Polly would hear of
nothing but my going as
she said it would be
'something to tell our son
and for our children to be
proud of”. I therefore went
and was "celebrating' from
10 in the morning to 10 at
night. We had a glorious
| day in every way— fine
w@ther— good procession
~1ilanty nr’gnpka and a finé spirit of
, ﬁlﬂunﬁ was really dwenng to
: see the pmﬂéfhappjnnq,nlshmgin in

keep them to refer to in times to come.”
{The underlining is VWatkin's.)

The three parks are to this day a
monument to Watkin's vision and his
legacy to the people of Manchester and
Salford.

to the editor of the Watkin Times. The puplts
ined a visit to one of Edward’s parks in’ 1846.. g:_
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The pupils at St. Wilfird's Primary School brought
the stories of Edward Watkin and the family to life
at a school assembly. Peter Kennedy from Drama
In Education worked with the school in a series of
workshops to hone their skills and prepare them
for a performance. Teachers and staff continued
their development and produced an entertaining
and informative event.
We may have some future Oscar winners!

OUR! IS
HisMourdnamesFane Ruby &®Iasminy
'AndRourireportai s¥aboutfdrama®
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Y @ e D00 ClS i rlEdwardfwa tkinMiweRlearnt
Ttawasktun WHepelisFalittlelbit
Refiearsing with Peter aboutdwhatiweldid*

=== Ujll| whenfweRfirs tididRitiweldecided
ithat#EdwardiwiilifcomeRinfand Rl ook

" ey alnd " - eHellloswhatfarelyoulidoing&inkmy,
L L (L L AN S jus tAboughtithislloafofdbread s
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Pupils performing on the stage at St. Wilfrid's

, . ’ N

Sthool

The pupils at

Northenden

Community
Primary worked
with Peter and
Vicky to create an
Art & Drama

Assembly.




' a'Bay and night,
" rible'moody sight,
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If you do visit the woods please bé
 respectful of this unigue environment.
It is very fragile in places.

.i.,WE do advise Yol wear shoes with
f:ed grip as some of the inclines tan

-bestesprand off path is often slippy.

— B
Look out for eué‘rﬂb-at the woods.”

Welcome to the Watkin Walk!

This Walk cebebrates two formar residents of
Marthenden Manchesier whosa achievements have
largety bean forgatien by the modem age. Absalom
Walkin and his gon, Sir Edward, lived in Rose Hill House
- a Grade II* listed bullding, whach can be found al the
end of this walk.

Absalom Watkin (1787-1881) was a social and political
reformer, who led campaigns for voting refarm and an
end to the infamous Com Laws that browght mamy
famibes o starvation

Sir Edward Watkm, 151 Baronet (1819-1901) was a
Member of Parliamant and a lnadng raifway
entrapreneur of 1ha Victaran age. He was an ambitouws:
visionary and presided over [afge scale rallway
enginearing projects in Britain, Canada and India
Among his most notable projects were the constructon
of the Great Central Main Line from Manchester to
Londan, the creation of a8 pleasure gardens with &
partially consiructed Eiffel tower at Wamblur
ond in 1880 an attempt to dig &
channal tunnel to link
Manchestar to Pars by

rall This was hatled

o of g W
e “Rose "n -
£ Hill ot J,l:)

: Tha banhar-* in progress

and the fi ﬁat banner to hang

in St WrFfrid s Church. The Friends

will also usa the banner: ﬂt&pedal events.

by the Government
fearful that the y
Franch would The Watkin VWalk
invade commences ai
through St Witfrid's church,
il which contains memorials
to Absalom and Edward and six

stained-glass windows commissioned by

of the: chiurch in front of the far wall

Follew the Walk usang the map overieafl and the
‘Waymatkers until you reach Rose Hill Housa (private).
Obsarve the Sharstone and then continua following the
house radlings to the entrance fo Rosa Hill Woods (lo the
right of the electric gates). Once inside the woods bear leff
and uphill o the unigue Watkin memorial,

Oin your wary back why not sit and enjoy the beauty of

‘We'd love lo hear from you and we hope that you enjoy
this lovely historic cormer of Northenden village.

Ea

Edward. Thaif graves can be found to'the right

Absalom’s woods of lollow the stepped path o see more, Wi

Who are the Friends of Rose Hill?

Wa are a group of local people with two aims: to spreaad
the wiord about the exciting slony of Absalom and Edwand
Wiatkin and the lovely public open space, just off Longley
Lane in Morthenden, known as Rosa Hill Woods:

Wi are &l woluntears but our efforts have now been
mecognised by a genafous grant from the Mational Hertage
Laottery Fund

Would you fike to support us by becoming &

mamber? There is no fee although donations would be
very welcome We could pul you on our mailing kst to
keep you in the piclure about our plans for the fulune and
1o Invite your comments and suggestions

Wi look forward o hearing from you and thanks far youd
intenest in The Watkin Story

@1mndwd‘mhmn-rg ’
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